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perspectives

This week’s poll question:

Do you plan on participating
on centennial events?

Editor-in-Chief

Jasmine aguilera, 747-7477

The Prospector
The Prospector editorial staff: (Top, left to right) Andres Rodriguez, Edwin Delgado, Diego Burciaga, (bottom, left to right) Andrea Acosta, Jasmine Aguilera, Lorain Watters, Michaela Roman. Not pictured: Marcus Seegers.

Editorial

Welcome to centennial year!
There is a time-portal behind the
editor’s desk.
Veterans from both world wars, 16
U.S. administrations and 1966 NCAA
champions. Suffragettes and Chicano movement activists live in this
roughly 12-by-6-foot dimly lit room
accompanied by thousands of cigarettes, zoot suits and classic Cadillac’s.
They are bound together with time
and mauve covers, the yellowed pages
slowly crumbling underneath the
sepia-toned newsprint.
Stepping into this portal, looking at
100 years of UTEP and El Paso history from the point of view of the
students, we are reminded that eventually these words will be bound and
we will join them.
The centennial year is more than
just an anniversary, it’s a tilt of the hat
to all of the people who came before
us that made it possible and to everything they have done for the El Paso
community.
Through all of UTEP’s accomplishments, failures, successes and strife,
The Prospector has been there to
write the first draft of its history.
From the 1915 issues with blocks of
text next to an illustration and a cigarette ad, to our now colored pages,
photographs and website complete
with videos and podcasts, it is clear

that our publication has grown just as
much as the university.
Our award winning staff will continue to be at the forefront of everything that happens here and throughout El Paso, setting the bar high for
future generations. This year you can
expect a myriad of videos, slideshows,
podcasts and more on our website at
theprospectordaily.com.
One hundred years from now,
when the editors of The Prospector
are working on their bicentennial issue, they will look back at our work
and see exactly what life was like in
2014.
They will see that things were not
entirely easy, the university was not
perfect and our generation faced
many obstacles, but they will also see
that our school was as unique as the
community it served and was filled
with just as much heart.
We are a lucky few to be able to say
we attended the university during
this milestone. We are a part of two
millenniums.
Editor’s note: To the future Prospector editors, if time travel has been
invented please visit us at 1 p.m. Jan.
21 in the office. Thanks!
The Prospector staff may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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Speak your mind

Submit a letter to the editor!
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Address and phone number will be used for verification only.
Write to 105 E. Union, e-mail prospector@utep.edu, call 747-7477 or fax to 747-8031.
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inbrief
Dr. martin luther king jr. celebration

airport exhibit unveiling

Tuesday, Jan. 21, students are invited to the Union Plaza at 11:45
a.m. for a celebration to commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Friday, Jan. 24, the El Paso Airport and UTEP will unveil a centennial celebration exhibit at 1:30 p.m.

mining books book club

Engineering students to compete
in steel bridge competition

Tuesday, Jan. 28, Daniel Chacon and Ann Horak will lead the discussion of “Everything Begins and Ends at the Kentucky Club” by
Benjamin Alire Saenz at the Blumberg Auditorium at 6 p.m.

junior league and centennial museum
birthday party
Saturday, Jan. 25, the El Paso community is invited to the celebration of UTEP’s 100th birthday and the Junior League of El
Paso, Inc.’s 80th birthday. The event will begin at 1:30 p.m. at
the Centennial Museum and Chihuahuan Desert Garden with kidfriendly activities, tours, games, a scavenger hunt, an opportunity
to take photos with Paydirt Pete and birthday cake.

el paso pro-musica tribute concert
Tuesday, Jan. 28, NPR’s Rob Kapilow of “What
Makes it Great” will explore a Beethoven Trio,
called, “The Archduke.” His accompanists will be
UTEP cello professor Zuill Bailey, along with music
department professors Dominic Dousa and Stephanie Meyers.

A group of UTEP engineering students will compete at the Steel
Bridge 2014 Texas-Mexico Regional Competition hosted by the
University of Texas at Arlington. The competition enriches civil
engineering education with a comprehensive design-build project
experience. Each participating team conceives, designs, fabricates
and erects a unique bridge. The Texas-Mexico Regional Competition pits design entrants against each other through a series of
tests to determine the best models. The top three teams become
eligible for the national competition. UTEP won the regional competition in 2011 and 2012 and received third place in 2013.
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Restaurant

New Mexican burger joint says howdy to Texas
By lesly limon
The Prospector
With 76 locations throughout New
Mexico, Blake’s Lotaburger is finally
makes its way to El Paso— marking the
first location that the fast food chain has
established outside of its birth state.
“It’s been pretty busy since we
opened,” said assistant manager Beatrice Hernandez. “We have a large
staff and all of this is still kinda new
to us, but we are all learning together.
It’s a lot of fun!”
Opening in early January 2014, Blake’s
Lotaburger has been booming with new
customers. Lotaburger has become very
popular over the years and it was even
featured in the AMC series “Breaking
Bad,” which takes place in Albuquerque.
“I think it’s worth the trip over there
because it tastes homemade, plus it’s
a break from the traditional burger

you’d get at McDonald’s or Burger
King,” said Elisa Lozano, junior
graphic design major. “I would rather
have a green chili burger with chili
cheese fries and a shake over McDonald’s any day. I’m already planning
when I’m going to be on that side of
town, just so I can stop by again.”
In 2006, National Geographic voted the restaurant as having the “Best
Green Chili Cheeseburger in the
World.” Blake’s only uses green chili
from Hatch, N.M.
“If you’ve never been here before, I
would recommend the Lotaburger,”
Hernandez said. “Get the Lotaburger
with green chili, cheese and bacon. The
chili cheese fries are pretty good too.”
Once there, I decided I had to
try one of Lotaburger’s green chili
burger while I was there and I wasn’t
disappointed at all. Not your typical

fast-food burger, it was absolutely
delicious!
Although many El Pasoans are eager
to try out these burgers, customers will
have to be patient for their food since the
staff is getting used to the routine.
“I waited a bit for my food, but it was
totally worth the wait,” said Stephen
Lawson, junior anthropology major. “I
understand they are pretty busy since
the place just opened two weeks ago,
but I’m not disappointed with the food.”
According to the staff, an Eastside
location is scheduled to open up
soon, however the opening date is
still tentative. Blake’s Lotaburger is
located at 7017 N. Mesa Street near
Resler Drive.
Lesly Limon may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com

MIchaela roman/the prospector

MIchaela roman/the prospector

Blake’s Lotaburger is open 10 a.m.-10 p.m., Sunday-Thursday and 10 a.m.-11
p.m., Friday and Saturday.
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Editor

Edwin Delgado, 747-7477

Seeking to bounce back

File Photo / the prospector
UTEP, along with Southern Mississippi and UTSA, are three of the seven schools with a 2-2 record in Conference USA.
scored 80 points or more and still
“If we let the other team score
By Luis Barrio
failed to come away with the victory. 90-something points, we’re probably
The Prospector
They are now 61-4 in these scenarios. going to get our tails kicked,” Adams
After a 13-2 start this season, the
Now seeking to recover their early said. “So we’re going to have to figure
UTEP women’s basketball team lost form, the Miners will face the South- out a way to play some defense and
two straight contests. First, at the ern Mississippi Golden Eagles on Jan. guard somebody.”
hands of Middle Tennessee State on 22 and will then go east on the road to
Both schools are equal in scoring
the road on Jan. 15 and to Charlotte face the UTSA Roadrunners Jan. 25.
defense, at allowing their opponents
on Jan. 18 at the Don Haskins.
After their losing stretch, the Min- to score just under 66 points per
On Jan. 15, the Miners took on pre- ers now have a chance to dig deep and game. The defensive hold and reseason favorites Middle Tennessee in show that they can handle adversity, bounding is what will win the game,
a tough environment and came out pressure and a way to get out of unfa- since it’s expected that both teams
with a 69-58 final score.
miliar territory.
will score plenty of points on the ofThey lost in a shootout on Jan. 18,
The Miners’ first foe this week is the fensive end.
where the Miners scored 86 points, Golden Eagles.
Sophomore guard Jenzel Nash acbut still lost the game. This is the
The Miners are at the top of the knowledged that defensive intensity
fourth game in head coach Keitha conference in points per game. The will be needed in this bout versus the
Adams’ era in which the Miners Golden Eagles are third.
Golden Eagles.

“They are a really good team that
can score a lot of points if we don’t
improve on defense,” Nash said.
The Miners are first in offensive rebounds, while the Golden Eagles lead
in defensive rebounding.
The game has important implications for both teams as they are two
of the seven teams with a 2-2 record
in Conference USA.
After their game against the Golden
Eagles, the Miners will go to San Antonio to face the Roadrunners.
The Roadrunners are coming off of
a buzzer-beating 3-point bank shot
win against North Texas on Jan. 8.
They began conference play with two
straight losses to Tulsa and Southern
Mississippi. They are now riding a
two-game conference-winning streak
after beating Charlotte and North
Texas. They will face Middle Tennessee before facing UTEP.
The Roadrunners are 7-2 at home.
Junior guard Kamra King has led
the team in scoring in 10 of their 17
games so far.
UTSA is near the bottom of most
defensive statistical categories in the
conference while UTEP is on top of
most offensive categories such as
points per game and rebounds.
“Everybody we play is good and we
just have to pick it up from here. Focus, defense is our main thing,” said
junior forward Kristine Vitola.
After the Jan. 18 home loss to Charlotte, Adams stated that she was unhappy with the lack of defense and the
composure of her team. She said they
would work a lot more on defense in
their practices.
Luis Barrio may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Feature

Willms aims for new heights

By Javier Cortez
The Prospector

You might not catch him on the
court all the time, but it is hard to
walk on campus and not notice a
7-foot Canadian on your way to class.
Freshman Matt Willms stands 7 feet,
1 inch and when he is on the court he
definitely plays like it.
This particular year, the Miners
front court is pretty full with seniors
John Bohannon, Cedrick Lang and
freshman sensation Vince Hunter.
Playing time never comes easy for
Willms and competing for playing
time is a Tim Floyd must.
“Coach Floyd always expects competition,” said senior forward Lang.
“There is definitely a competitiveness with me, John and Matt. Coach
encourages it and it is something we
try to bring.”
Being in a competitive environment and working hard for playing
time is not foreign to Willms. After
attending Consortium High School
in Detroit, Willms transferred to the
prestigious Findlay Prep in Las Vegas,
where he played with Anthony Ben-

nett, Dominic Artis and many other
talented players.
Unsurprisingly, his time at Findlay
Prep convinced him that he was good
enough to play Division I basketball.
“I realized when I went to Findlay
Prep, I was good enough to play at
the next level,” Willms said. “You go
up against really good players all the
time, so it brings the best out of you.”
Since arriving at UTEP, things have
not been easy. Willms redshirted all
of the 2012-13 season due to a shoulder injury that required surgery. Still
to this day, Willms is still finding ways
to improve with his right arm.
“It’s still tough, I think my right
needs some improvement. I still cannot even use it in the weight room, so
I’m still trying to get it stronger on a
day-to-day basis,” Willms said.
Willms might not always get a good
amount of playing time, but when he
is on the court it is obvious that he
always anxious to play. Right off the
bat, he showed his excitement to play
in the Orange and White scrimmage,
scoring 21 points.
“I tried to put it all out there,”
Willms said. “I’ve been sitting out for

File Photo / the prospector

see willms on page 4 Willms started in UTEP’s wins over MTSU and UAB. He is averaging 5.2 points per game.

Column

Turning a negative
into a positive
By Javier Cortez
The Prospector
Unless you’ve
been living under a rock, or
you don’t care for
UTEP basketball,
you have heard
about the three
UTEP basketball
players who were kicked off the team
for gambling on athletic events.
At first glance, it seems like that’s
the new norm for UTEP basketball.
In the summer they got scammed
out of their best recruit in school history, and 10 games in they were 5-5.
Sadly, for the first time in eight years,
they were swept by New Mexico
State in the Battle of I-10. Then this
happened. Bad luck seems to be the
theme of the 2013-14 UTEP men’s
basketball team.
In just four months, the Miners
went from an NCAA tournament
dark horse to a team on the brink of
mediocrity. Three weeks into January, and it’s been the exact opposite.
The Miners came off two big road
wins against Middle Tennessee State
and UAB, and they have established
their defense after struggling early on
in the season with foul trouble due to
NCAA rule changes.
Senior center John Bohannon has
been named Conference USA Player
of the Week twice, freshman forward
Vince Hunter has played his best backto-back games in his young UTEP career, C.J. Cooper seems to be coming
out of his shooting slump and Julian
Washburn is Julian Washburn (the
best defensive player on the team).
At the moment, UTEP has responded really well, but in the long
run the major flaws might surface
and here is why.
When you look at the level of play
of Conference USA, where there
isn’t much, due to the fact that SMU,
Houston, UCF and Memphis left to
the American Athletic Conference.
There is a high possibility that Conference USA will only get one tournament bid. The Miners can finish
within the top three in Conference
USA, possibly win 20 games and
still lose out on March Madness.
Meaning: the Miners would need
to win the Conference USA tournament to get in, it’s either championship or bust for the Miners.
The lack of depth of the Miners
can weigh heavily late in the season.
UTEP went from a team that had
solid depth, to a team that needs
contributions from four newcomers (Hunter, Flaggert, Caldwell,
and Willms) every night. Meaning:
Bohannon, Washburn and Cooper
can’t afford to play bad games on
the same night.
To be specific, the departures of
Moore, Ragland and Crosgile will
hurt the Miners. McKenzie Moore
established himself as one of UTEP’s
top three scorers, and every night you
could count on Moore to give you 10
to 13 points. Whether he came off the
bench or started, Moore was a consistent third scorer behind Bohannon
and Washburn. This duty is now is the
hands of Vince Hunter, which he can
handle at times, but he also struggles
with foul trouble. Through 19 games,
Hunter has fouled out eight times, and
as the most freshman player, Hunter is

see positive on page 15

